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Communication Workgroup 
Meeting Minutes 

September 27th , 2006 
 
 

In attendance: Nathan Bush, Genevieve Sadler-Trainor, Christine Brown, Monica Armenta, 
Tina Paez, Melanie Royce, Maria Otero, Dirk Gibson, Harriet Bull 
 
Review of Recent Meeting Minutes  
 
The minutes from the August meeting were approved by all present.  
 
 
Current Activities   
 

• Joining of a new workgroup member!  
o Monica Armenta, who was an anchor for Channel 4 morning news for more 

than fifteen years attended the workgroup meeting.  Monica is currently the 
Executive Director with the APS Education Foundation.  The credit for having 
Monica attend the workgroup meeting goes to Abby Cruz from ACS – thank 
you, Abby!  We are all excited and enthusiastic about the potential that having 
someone of Monica’s caliber on the workgroup holds for the efforts of the 
NMCC, including more involvement of the community.  Monica graciously 
agreed to provide her assistance to the workgroup’s efforts – we are grateful to 
have a resource like Monica to assist us.     

 
• Review of Cancer Plan Draft by Communication Workgroup  

o Tina Paez from the UNM PRC updated the workgroup on the current status of 
the NM Cancer Plan rewrite process.  The workgroup was asked to review two 
sections of the NM Cancer Plan:  The Introduction and the Goals and 
Objectives section.  In order to maintain consistency regarding the 
predetermined timeframe for feedback, the workgroup was asked to have all 
suggestions, comments and feedback submitted to Tina Paez by October 4th.   
Christine agreed to send out the Draft, the current draft of 2006 Cancer Facts 
and Figures and some guidelines for reviewing the Plan to workgroup 
members.   

• NM Cancer Plan Distribution Plan 
o One item that was discussed regarding the process and priority audiences to 

whom the new Plan will be distributed was updating an existing mailing list.  
This list contains addresses to which the current Plan was distributed in 2002.  
Tina and Christine agreed to begin work on updating this list and adding other 
existing lists (from Key Informant interviews, focus groups when possible, etc.)  
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to develop a Master Mailing List. Christine will request a current mailing list of 
all state legislators from Genevieve, as well.   

o Dr. Melanie Royce also mentioned another avenue for promoting the new 
Cancer Plan among healthcare providers.  She suggested that Randy Marshall, 
the Executive Director of the NM Medical Board be contacted for ways to 
promote the Plan to physicians.  In addition, Dr. Royce suggested that Dr. 
Strickland, the Governor of the American College of Physicians be contacted to 
discuss additional ways in which the Plan can also be promoted to physicians.   

o Harriet also had suggestions for marketing the Plan including development of a 
brochure explaining the Cancer Plan.  The brochure could be placed in cancer 
centers, clinics, etc.   

o The group also agreed that it will be necessary to segment our audiences and 
develop specifically tailored messages in order for the Plan (and their possible 
involvement in the Cancer Council) relevant.  This will be done after the Master 
Mailing List is updated.   

• Press Conference for Plan release 
o  Nathan talked about a date for a press conference during the 2007 Legislative 

Session which the Plan and NM Cancer Council will be showcased and 
presented and will coincide with the roll-out of the new Plan.  The date for this 
event has been set for March 1st, 2007 at 10:00am at the State Capitol.  Nathan 
mentioned developing a packet for legislators that contained a copy of the new 
Plan, fact sheets on the Cancer Council or other relevant materials (NMCC 
brochure?) and a list of cancer-related bills that correspond to specific areas of 
the Cancer Plan.  The latter activity would be done to increase the perception of 
support for cancer-related legislation, as well as increase awareness of the 
Cancer Plan as an educational tool, etc.  Compiling and inclusion of these bills 
would need to be done within the first four weeks of this 60-day session.   
Nathan suggested establishing a committee (comprised of NMCC members) to 
work on planning for this event.   

• Vignettes  
o Genevieve explained that she had suggested “assigned” areas for the 

organizational vignettes to be placed in the New Cancer Plan.  Although the 
final decision on how the vignettes will be used has not been determined, this 
provides some ideas for where the vignettes might be used most appropriately.  

 
• Other ideas to promote the NMCC and the Cancer Plan  

o Having Monica Armenta participate in the CWG activities facilitated a 
discussion of the possibility and benefits of having a spokesperson for the 
NMCC and its efforts.  Many suggestions of specific individuals were made as 
well as the media outlets through which the spokesperson might bring 
awareness to the cancer issues, the Cancer Council’s collaborative efforts, etc.  
However, much more thought and discussion needs to be given to this issue, so 
it will possibly be an agenda item for further meetings and long-term strategic 
planning for the workgroup.   
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Other activities  
 
NMCC Brochure Revision – this will wait until the next workgroup meeting in November.  
 
PPT Presentation and Opportunities to promote Plan and Council – at the Cancer 
Council meeting in August, Council members provided suggestions for events/meetings at 
which CWG members might present about the Plan and the Cancer Council.  This list was 
distributed to CWG members who agreed to place this on the agenda at the meeting in 
November.   
 
Development of talking points/fact sheets – Due to time constraints, this item was not 
discussed.  

 
 
Press Releases/Media - Reminder 
 

• At this point, it was decided that the first press release the group distributes will 
coincide with the roll-out of the new Cancer Plan in January or February of 2007.   

• Relationships need to be established and nurtured with various media outlets.   
• Once brochures, talking points and fact sheets are developed, send an informational 

packet to as many media outlets as possible.  (Just to let them know we exist, what we 
do, etc.) 

• Introducing ourselves to the media now will help in future media relations initiatives 
regarding the Council.   

• Discuss further how DOH communications and media specialists can facilitate 
awareness of the new Cancer Plan and the Cancer Council’s implementation of the 
Plan.   

 
 
Date for next meeting    
 
Wednesday, November 8th, 10am -12pm in the DOH offices 8th Floor Conference Room. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


